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The Songs
Melody
FELIZ NAVIDAD
By Jose Feliciano
Rhythm
OH, HAPPY KWANZAA
By Dana Manno
Lyrics
THE TURKEY POKEY
and
THE TURKEY TANGO
By Teresa Jennings
Tempo
HANUKKAH, OH HANUKKAH
By Mordkhe Rivesman

Skylight Music Theatre is a cultural partner with the
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra’s Arts in Community Education Program (ACE)

VOCABULARY: Musical Terms
Rhythm
Tempo
Melody
Lyrics
Harmony

The pattern of beats in a song.
The speed of the music.
The pattern of notes, the tune.
The words of a song.
the combination of simultaneously sounded musical notes to produce
chords and chord progressions having a pleasing effect.
A show performed with song, dance and dialogue.
A show that is all sung.
A person who writes music.
A person who directs an orchestra or chorus, often using a baton.
Music that is performed slowly; a slow tempo.
Music that is performed fast; a quick tempo.
The clothes the actors wear.
An object used during a play, opera or musical.
The order of steps or movements in a dance.
The percussion instrument with a series of different sized metal bars
that make different tones when hit with a mallet.
When the performers invite the audience to sing with them!
Denoting the highest of the four standard singing voices
Denoting the voice or instrument pitched second or third highest, often the
lowest female or highest of male voices.
Denoting the voice or instrument between baritone and alto or
countertenor, the highest of the ordinary adult male range.
Denoting the voice or instrument that is the lowest in pitch.

Musical Theatre
Opera
Composer
Conductor
Largo
Presto
Costumes
Props
Choreography
Glockenspiel
Sing-A-Long
Soprano
Alto
Tenor
Bass

VOCABULARY: Holiday Terms

0
Hanukkah

Kwanzaa

Christmas
Thanksgiving

a lesser Jewish festival, lasting eight days from the 25th day of Kislev
(in December) and commemorating the rededication of the Temple in 165 bc
by the Maccabees after its desecration by the Syrians. It is marked by the
successive kindling of eight lights.
A secular festival observed by many African Americans from
December 26 to January 1 as a celebration of their cultural heritage and
traditional values.
the annual Christian festival celebrating Christ's birth, held on December 25 in
the Western Church
(in North America) an annual national holiday marked by religious
observances and a traditional meal including turkey. The holiday
commemorates a harvest festival celebrated by the Pilgrims in 1621, and is
held in the US on the fourth Thursday in November. A similar holiday is held in
Canada, usually on the second Monday in October.

Songbook Song List Web Link References
Feliz Navidad
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8NcQzMQN_U
Oh, Happy Kwanza
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4dr3nzAcMVc
The Turkey Pokey
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VxfajHBG9Rg
The Turkey Tango
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1AdxY4r1zU
Hanukkah, Oh Hanukkah
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhFGAf3WKC8

Activity—Who’s the Conductor?
Objective: Students will understand the job of the
conductor.Students form a circle. Choose one
student to be the “detective” and ask them to
leave the room for a moment. Choose a student
in the circle to be the “conductor” and create a
movement that everyone else in the circle can
repeat. The detective is then asked to come back
into the room to try to figure out who is
conducting the movement.
As the game progresses, the conductor should slowly change the movement.
For example, if the conductor is clapping to start with, perhaps the movement
changes to waving or stomping their feet. The rest of the circle must watch the
conductor and change their movement when the conductor changes, however
they must be careful not to let the detective see who they are watching and
give away who is the conductor. If the detective guesses correctly, then he
becomes the new conductor, if he guesses incorrectly, a new conductor and
detective are chosen for another round of the game.

Meet the Composers
José Monserrate Feliciano García (born September 10,
1945), better known simply as José Feliciano [xoˈse
feliˈsjano], is a Puerto Rican musician, singer and
composer, best known for many international hits, including
his rendition of the Doors' "Light My Fire" and the
best-selling Christmas single, "Feliz Navidad." His music is
known for its fusion of styles—Latin, jazz, blues, soul and
rock—created primarily with his unique, signature acoustic
guitar sound. His oftentimes mellow easy listening
influences are easily recognizable in many songs heard
around the world. In the United States, Feliciano first
received widespread popularity in the 1960s, particularly
after his 1968 album Feliciano! reached number two on the
music charts. Thus far, he has released over fifty albums,
worldwide, in both English and Spanish. (From Wiki.com)

Dana McBroom Manno is a native New Yorker who has
creative talents in multiple fields of the Entertainment
Industry. As a teenager she and her elder sister Marcia
studied dance with the legendary Katherine Dunham.
That led to the two sisters dancing at the Metropolitan
Opera in “Aida” featuring Leontyne Price. Dana then
toured with Eartha Kitt on the East Coast Guber/Gross
Music Fair Circuit. (from
http://www.loreleimcbroom.com/family-tree/d
ana-mcbroom-manno)

Meet the Composers
For more than a decade, Teresa Jennings’ primary focus has
been her compositions and the world of music publishing. She is
most interested in writing music for children to sing, and her
extensive work with jazz and rock has helped her develop a unique
style. She and her husband, Paul, worked for many years with
Jenson Publications, but when it was sold, they decided that the
time was right to start their own company, specializing in music for
elementary music teachers and their students. That company is
Plank Road Publishing, the publisher of Music K-8 magazine. Aside
from running the business and writing the music, Teresa produces
the recordings that set her works apart with children and teachers
alike. Her songs are now enjoyed by young singers all over the
world. (from https://www.musick8.com/html/tjbio.php)

Mordkhe Rivesman (1868 - 1924) Born in Lithuania, Mordkhe, or
Mark Senemovich Riversman, was a graduate from the city of
Hadere and continued on to grammar school. After training, he began
his career as an educator teaching Yiddish courses in the city of
Vino. He later went on to teach in St. Petersburg with OPE
programming. (According to yivoencyclopedia.org, “the Society for
the Promotion of Culture among the Jews of Russia (known in
Russian as Obshchestva dlia Rasprostraneniia Prosveshcheniia
Mezhdu Evreiami v Rossii; OPE) was founded in 1863 during a
period of liberalization. Its tasks were designed to ensure that Jews
fulfilled the government’s own categorization of “useful” Jewish
lifestyles; that is, Jews were thought to be helpful to the state if they
worked as merchants (contributing high taxes), farmers, artisans, or
held university degrees.”) Because of his Yiddish expertise, he went
on to become a translator and writer. An active member of the
Society of Jewish Folk music, his creativity manifested in the composition of one of Hanukkah's
most famous, well-known, and longest living celebration songs. He was a partner in the making
of the Jewish studio theatre of Alexy Granovskago and eventually the literary manager of the
Jewish Chamber Theatre.

Now it’s your turn!
Lyrics Activity: Part I
Did you ever wonder if you were a composer? Have you wanted to try writing
lyrics to a song? Now’s your chance!

An image from The Lonely Goatherd from The Sound of Music, from parody.fandom.com.

Activity
Listen to the song The Lonely Goatherd from the movie The Sound of Music,
which is often played during the holiday season. Have your students list what
characters they would be if they “could be whoever they want to be.” Have them
write and add a verse to the song with their own character ideas.

Below is a Treble Clef C Scale

Lyrics Activity: Part II
Another holiday song we love to use as a great example of “lyric” is The Turkey
Tango, by Teresa Jennings. It’s an excellent example of using lyrics to add
excitement, humor, and joy to a song. Play the song to your class and enjoy the
activity below!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1AdxY4r1zU

The lyrics to this song are written as a “limerick!”
It follows the AABBA rhyming scheme. Let’s break down the first verse:

A I taught my turkey how to TANGO.
A His name is Fred. He’s from DURANGO.
B In a tux, he looks so CHIC,
B with a rose held in his BEAK.
A and he does a nice FANDANGO

Try writing your own limerick! Make sure the A’s all have the same rhyming sound
and the same amount of beats. Do the same for the B’s. Once you’ve completed
your limericks, ask for volunteers to share their lyrics. Try singing them to the
tune of The Turkey Tango!

Rhythm Activity
1. Ask students to stand behind their desks
2. Give them a basic 1—2—3—4 rhythm that they can keep with their feet. We
sometimes use the phrase: “beats in your feet.”
3. Ask them to clap only on certain numbers.
4. Start with students clapping on only 1 & 3 while still stepping on 1—2—3—4.
5. Next, have students clap on 2 & 4 while still stepping on 1—2—3—4.

Rhythm Instrument Activity

Tambourine

Maracas

Rhythm Sticks

Guiro Tone Block

1. Gather instruments like the ones on the left for your classroom.
2. When you read a story aloud, ask students to “musically narrate” what the characters are
doing with the rhythm instruments.
a. Is there a giant taking big, loud footsteps?
b. Is snow lightly, gently falling from the sky?
c. Is a rattle snake giving a warning rattle?

Our “rhythm” song, Oh, Happy Kwanzaa, is an
excellent example of rhythm. Listen to the song with the
class. Can anyone identify what rhythm instruments can
be heard in the song? How does the rhythm make you
feel when you listen to the song? Play a second time
and have the students follow the rhythm with their using
their bodies and the things around them.

Beginner’s Music Theory
Just like letters in the alphabet creating words and sentences, each note and symbol written in
sheet music has a different value. Let’s review some of the basic notes and rests! All the the
examples will be described in 4/4 time signature:

In music, a note is a symbol denoting a musical sound.

Time Signature

Quarter Note
Half Note

Three Quarter Note
Whole Note

Triplet

An indication of rhythm
following a clef, generally
expressed as a fraction with
the denominator defining the
beat as a division of a whole
note and the numerator
giving the number of beats in
each bar
In 4/4 time, this note has the
value of one beat.

In 4/4 time, this note has the
value of two beats.

In 4/4 time, this note has the
value of three beats.

In 4/4 time, this note has the
value of four beats.
In music theory, a triplet is a
three-note pattern that fills
the duration of a typical
two-note pattern. Each note
in a triplet has equal rhythmic
value.

In music, a rest is a symbol denoting a musical pause.

In 4/4 time, this rest has the
value of one beat.

Quarter Rest

Half Rest

In 4/4 time, this note has the
value of two beats.

In 4/4 time, this note has the
value of three beats.

Whole Rest

Repeat

In music, a repeat sign is a
sign that indicates a section
should be repeated. If the
piece has one repeat sign
alone, then that means to
repeat from the beginning,
and then continue on. A
corresponding sign facing the
other way indicates where the
repeat is to begin.

Try to read the line of music below!

Clap once for each note and hold your hands together for the number of counts
each note is worth. Say “shhh” for each rest.

Tempo Activity

Pull out your drums, tambourines, and maracas, or clap your hands, slap your desks, and stomp
your feet! Our Tempo song, Oh Happy Kwanzaa, is an excellent example of tempo. The lyrics of
the song are about Kwanzaa, but what is the tempo?
●

●

How does the tempo make you feel?
○ Raise your hand if you’d like to share a feeling or emotion you experience from
the tempo.
What does the tempo make you see?
○ Do you see colors?
○ Do you see facial expressions?
○ Do you see a scene playing in your head?
■ A place? An event? A person doing an action?

Let the tempo move through your body as you experiment with different instruments and
rhythms.
● How does it feel when you strike the beats on the quarter notes? The half notes?
● How does it feel when you freestyle? When you don’t follow a rhythmic pattern?
● If you are using an instrument, how does it feel if you play it:
○ Soft? Loud?
○ With the palm of your hand? With your knuckles?
○

What other holidays are celebrated during the holiday season?
In our song “Holiday World,” many popular holidays are listed in the lyrics that take place during
winter solstice. Here is the list so you can learn more about how other cultures celebrate the
season around the world!

Yule - a midwinter festival celebrated by Germanic
people, a celebration to the Norse God, Odin and a
Pagan holiday called Modraniht. It revolves around
thanking the Gods and Goddesses for what you have as
well as celebrating nature and its changes. ... Yule is
celebrated for twelve days, starting on the Winter Solstice
(citywidestories.com)
Soyal - is the winter solstice ceremony of the Zuni and
Hopi peoples held December 21, the shortest day of the
year. Participants ceremonially bring the sun back from
its long slumber, mark the beginning of another cycle of
the Wheel of the Year, and work on purification. Pahos
prayer sticks are made prior to the Soyal ceremony, to
bless all the community, including homes, animals, and
plants. The sacred underground kiva chambers are
ritually opened to mark the beginning of the Kachina
season. (Wiki)
Ramadan - the ninth month and the name is said to
mean 'burning/scorching heat' in Arabic as it usually falls within a particularly hot time of
year in that part of the world. It was during that month that the Quran or Koran - the holy
book of Islam - was first revealed to the prophet Muhammad by Allah (God). It’s a month
of fasting during the daylight hours from the early hours before dawn right through to
sunset. This was stated as a ruling of Islam in 624 AD. Fasting is one of the Five Pillars
of Islam, the mandatory acts that form the foundation of Muslim life. The other pillars are
faith, prayer, charity and the pilgrimage to Mecca. Fasting means abstaining from food,
drink, smoking, swearing, gossip or other sinful acts, during daylight hours. The
purpose of the fasting allows worshippers to concentrate their minds on devotion to their
faith through prayers, expressing gratitude, seeking forgiveness and helping the needy.
(birminghammail.co.uk)

Diwali - comes from the Sanskrit word deepavali, meaning "rows of lighted lamps".
Houses, shops and public places are decorated with small oil lamps called diyas. Each
religion marks different historical events and stories. Hindus celebrate the return of
deities Rama and Sita to Ayodhya after their 14-year exile. They also celebrate the day
Mother Goddess Durga
destroyed a demon called
Mahisha. Sikhs particularly
celebrate the release from
prison of the sixth guru
Hargobind Singh in 1619. But
Sikhs celebrated the festival
before this date. In fact, the
foundation stone of the
Golden Temple at Amritsar,
the most holy place in the
Sikh world, was laid on Diwali
in 1577. The founder of
Jainism is Lord Mahavira.
During Diwali, Jains celebrate
the moment he reached a
state called Moksha (nirvana, or eternal bliss). Traditions that are celebrated on this
holiday include: many lights and oil lamps are lit on the streets and in houses, people
visiting their relatives and have feasts, fireworks and festivities, and Lakshmi, the Hindu
goddess of wealth, is worshipped as the bringer of blessings for the new year.
(bbc.co.uk)
Three King’s Day - celebrated on the twelfth day of Christmas, January 6, mostly in
Europe, Spain, and Latin America, ‘El Dia de los Reyes’, as it’s called in Spanish, marks
the glorification of baby Jesus by the Three Wise Men. In Mexico and many other Latin
American countries, Santa Claus isn’t as popular as he is in the United States. Rather, it
is the Three Wise Men who are the bearers of gifts and leave presents in or near the
shoes of small children. The holiday is also known by the name Epiphany and dates
back to the 4th century. A grand feast would be held on this day to honor the occasion
of Jesus’ baptism and to pay homage to the Three Wise Men. Many believe mysterious
events preceded Jesus’ birth with perhaps the most notable being the appearance of
the star in Bethlehem. This new star appeared in the evening sky just prior to the arrival
of Jesus. Three wise men, or Magi as they were known, whose names were Caspar,
Melchior, and Balthasar, traveled a far distance to pay homage to Christ. They brought
with them fine gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. (nationaltoday.com)

New Year’s Eve - a day of celebration in many countries, marking the final day before a
new calendar year on December 31st, and the potential for new beginnings. In the spirit
of the holiday, many traditions that are practiced are making resolutions and goals to
pursue in the new year, celebrating the year of life that just passed, and watching a
giant ball drop.
New Year’s Day - the day after New Year’s Eve. Often marked as a day of rest after big
celebrations from the day prior. Landing on January 1st, it is the first holiday legally
recognized during the new calendar year.
Chinese New Year also called Lunar New
Year, annual 15-day
festival in China and
Chinese communities
around the world that
begins with the new
moon that occurs
sometime between
January 21 and
February 20
according to Western
calendars. Festivities
last until the following
full moon. The holiday
is sometimes called
the Lunar New Year because the dates of celebration follow the phases of the moon.
Since the mid-1990s people in China have been given seven consecutive days off work
during the Chinese New Year. This week of relaxation has been designated Spring
Festival, a term that is sometimes used to refer to the Chinese New Year in general.
The origins of the Chinese New Year are steeped in legend. One legend is that
thousands of years ago a monster named Nian (“Year”) would attack villagers at the
beginning of each new year. The monster was afraid of loud noises, bright lights, and
the colour red, so those things were used to chase the beast away. Celebrations to
usher out the old year and bring forth the luck and prosperity of the new one, therefore,
often include firecrackers, fireworks, and red clothes and decorations. Young people are
given money in colourful red envelopes. In addition, Chinese New Year is a time to feast
and to visit family members. Many traditions of the season honour relatives who have
died. (britannica.com)

Winter Solstice - Throughout history, societies across the world have held festivals and
ceremonies marking winter solstice, the day of the "sun’s rebirth.” Most often, winter
solstice celebrations honored the symbolism of fire and light, along with life, death, the
rising sun, and the moon. What is a solstice, exactly? The earth’s tilted axis (23.5º
relative to the ecliptic plane) directly impacts the amount of sunlight we do or don’t get
throughout the year. This tilt, along with our planet’s orbit, creates both astronomical
and meteorological seasons. According to the National Centers for Environmental
Information, “...astronomical seasons are based on the position of Earth in relation to
the sun, whereas the meteorological seasons are based on the annual temperature
cycle.” When following the astronomical seasons, there are two solstices and two
equinoxes to mark the change in meteorological seasons. The winter solstice happens
between December 20 and 23, and it’s when the earth's axis tilts away from the sun,
making it the shortest day and longest night of the year for those living in the Northern
Hemisphere. In the Southern Hemisphere, it’s reversed. (The word “solstice” derives
from the Latin word sōlstitium and translates to “sun stands still.” ) (thegoodtrade.com)
Las Posadas - (Spanish: “The Inns”) religious festival celebrated in Mexico and some
parts of the United States between December 16 and 24. Las Posadas commemorates
the journey that Joseph and
Mary made from Nazareth to
Bethlehem in search of a
safe refuge where Mary
could give birth to the baby
Jesus. When they were
unable to find lodging in
Bethlehem, Joseph and
Mary were forced to seek
shelter in a stable, where the
Christ Child was born. Each
evening during the festival, a
small child dressed as an
angel leads a procession through the streets of the town. The procession is primarily
made up of children dressed in silver and gold robes carrying lit candles and images of
Mary and Joseph riding a donkey. Adults, including musicians, follow the procession,
which visits selected homes and asks for lodging for Joseph and Mary. Traditionally, the
procession is always refused lodging, though the hosts often provide refreshments. At
each stop, passages of scripture are read and Christmas carols are sung. Mass is held
each day after the procession, and, at the conclusion of the service, children break open
piñatas filled with candy, toys, and, occasionally, money. The piñatas are usually crafted
in the form of a star, which is said to have guided the three wise men of biblical tradition
to the newborn Jesus. (https://www.britannica.com/topic/Las-Posadas)

Pancha Ganapati - from December 21 to 25 Hindus worship Lord Ganesha, the
elephant-headed Lord of culture and new beginnings. Family members work to mend
past mistakes and bring His
blessings of joy and
harmony into five realms of
their life, a wider circle each
day: family, friends,
associates, culture and
religion.Pancha Ganapati
includes outings, picnics,
feasts and exchange of
cards and gifts with relatives,
friends and business
associates. A shrine is
created in the main living
room of the home and
decorated in the spirit of this festive occasion. At the center is placed a large wooden or
bronze statue of Lord Panchamukha (“five-faced”) Ganapati, a form of Ganesha. Any
large picture or statue of Ganesha will also do. Each morning the children decorate and
dress Him in the color of that day, representing one of His five rays of energy, or shaktis.
Each day a tray of sweets, fruits and incense is prepared and offered to Lord Ganapati,
ideally by the children. Chants and songs are sung in His praise. After the worship,
diverse sweets are shared by one and all. Each day colorfully wrapped gifts are given to
the children, who place them before Pancha Ganapati to open on the fifth day. The
adults receive gifts, too! On each day one of the five faces of Pancha Ganapati is
worshiped. (hinduismtoday.com)

